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it may be observed, as an odd circumstance, that,
while the Jacobins generally borrowed their phraseo-
logy from the legendary history of the early Roman
Republic, the Girondins preferred resorting for meta-
phors to the literature which sprang from Rousseau.
On the whole, I think that the historical ignorance
which made heroes of Brutus and Scsevola was less
abjectly nonsensical than the philosophical silliness
which dwelt on the virtues of mankind in a state
of natural democracy. If anybody wishes to know
what was the influence of Rousseau in diffusing the
belief in a golden age, when men lived, like brothers,
in freedom and equality, he should read, not so much
the writings of the sage, as the countless essays printed
in France by his disciples just before 1789. They
furnish very disagreeable proof that the intellectual
flower of a cultivated nation may be brought, by
fanatical admiration of a social and political theory,
into a condition of downright mental imbecility.1

1 Brissot, the Girondin leader, while still a young man and
an enthusiastic Hoyalist, had argued, long before Proudhoii, that
Property is Theft. There is, he said, a natural right to correct
the injustice of the institution, by stealing. But he held the
still more remarkable opinion, that cannibalism is natural and
justifiable. Since, he argued, under the reign of Nature the
sheep does not spare the insects on the grass, and the wolf and
the man eat the sheep, why have not all these creatures a natural
right to eat creatures of their own kind 1 (Recherches philo-
sophiques sur le droit de propriete et sur le vol considere dans sa
nature. Par Brissot de Warville.)